ABSTRACT

WA=II=-210 19th Century
"Barren Hi11"

Benevola=Boonsboro Vieinity

private

This complex includes a log house which has been cased
with brick. Having two front doors located side by side, it
follows a prominent regional form which seems to be associated
with Germanic building traditions.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house and barn are located on the east side of U.S. Route 40-A at the south end of the
settlement known as Benevola, north of Boonsboro in Washington County, Maryland. They stand
on high ground, facing west,

The house is a two story, four bay brick cased log structure resting on low fiéldstone founda:
tions. A two story, two bay ell of solid brick construction extends to the rear. The front
section of the house displays all stretcher bond. Wide wooden lintels are present above most
openings. Windows and doors are aligned with each other in the walls, They have narrow
frames finished with a bead at the inside edge. Windows have two over two pane double hung
sashes and pairs of shutters with movable louvers. The houge has two front doors located
side by side in the center bay., The doors are treated similarly each hung beneath a transom.
A massive one story porch supported by square pillars resting on brick plers extends across
the front elevation., It is partially enclosed by a plain wooden balustrade,

A series of 19th century brackets finish the eaves at the front elevation,

The roof is covered with asphalt. shingles and terminates with barge boards set directly
against the end wallg, -

Small brick éhimneys are located inside the end walls,

I3

Behind the house is a small frame bank barn with a heart shaped opening high in its gable,

) .

The bu:lld:lﬁgs- appear to be in excellent condition,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This complex includes a log house which has been cased with brick. Having two fromt doors
located side by side, it follows a prominent regional form which seems to be agsociated with
. Germanic building traditions.

The actual age of this house is not known. Its exterior appearance suggests that the house
was cased during the late 19th century.

" rding to deed recrods this area was called "Barren Hill.," Two tracts of land were pur=
chased from Jacon Fasnacht by Henry Rice during the 1830%'s. One tract, the earlier convey=
ance (about 1831) contained two acres and 13 perches and was sold with the restriction that
it was not to be subdivided and that only one dwelling be built on the property. The second
transaction occurred in 1838 and contained 20 1/4 acres of land. (See deeds MM/404, TT/650).°
Later the property was ovned by Elizabeth K. Watson who sold it in 1869 to Susan Maria Lovell,
presumably a relative, and her heirs. (WMckk2/107). It remainéd in thé Lovell family until
1928, It was purchased by the present owner in 1963. (181/188, 195/90, 197/603).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EUGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 2043 acres

MERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

- STATE . COUNTY
STATE . ) COUNTY
" [E1FORM PREPARED B

NAME / TiTLE | -
Paula Stoner Dickey, Gonsultant

ORGANIZATION . DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey March 1978

STREET & NUMBER - TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791=3065

CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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